Modal distance in the Mee Past Tenses

Mee, a Papuan language spoken in the Highlands of Western New Guinea, which is also called
Ekagi, Ekari or Kapauku in the literature, has a morphologically elaborate system of tense,
aspect and modality. Mee Past Tenses (Immediate Past, Recent Past and Far Past) have markers
which indicate the degree to which the speaker and/or the hearer were with various evidential

and preparedness-of-mind meanings. Basically, the choice between these markers depends on
whether the speaker and/or hearer had knowledge of the event at the reference time. The
addressee’s knowledge is being monitored if the subject of the utterance is first or third person. If
the subject of the utterance is second person, it is the speaker who lacks the knowledge. The
tracking of awareness is tensed, so can apply at different times in the past, and that this is
integrated into the system of verbal inflection. The system of determiners also makes a four-way
distinction with respect to the distribution of knowledge/awareness across speaker and hearer and
through time. The focus of this talk, however, is to present how the tensed modal distance is

specified on the verb.
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