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Traditional Jambi Malay (TJM) is a Malay dialect spoken in rural areas around the city of Jambi.  This rural dialect differs from the koine used in the city in many subtle ways.  One of these differences is the occurrence of prensalazied stops in TJM, but not in the urban koine, as in the following examples:

	Urban Jambi Koine
	Traditional Jambi Malay
	Gloss

	siyap
	siyap ~ siyam•p
	‘ready’

	tiyup
	tiyup ~ tiyum•p
	‘blow’

	dapat
	dapat ~ dapan•t
	‘obtain’

	dikit
	dikit ~ dikin•t
	‘a little’


Complex oral-nasal consonants have been discussed in both Austronesian linguistics (e.g. Blust 1997) as well is in the general phonological literature (e.g. Laver 1994: 227-235 and Herber 1986, cited in Trask 1996: 82-83) because of the challenge they present to phonetic analysis and phonological theory.  Indeed, this phenomenon (in some Austronesian languages of Borneo) received ample attention in Kenstowicz and Kisseberth 1979, a classic work on Generative Phonology, although their analysis differs from that offered by Blust (Kenstowicz and Kisseberth 1979:146-149, 207-208, 298, 308-309, 314-315).  

Unlike the Bornean examples discussed by Blust and by Kenstowicz and Kisseberth, the occurrence of final oral-nasal consonants in TJM is optional, and appears to lack conditioning factors and phonetic motivation.  Indeed, in the only detailed scientific study so far of Jambi Malay, Anderbeck (2003:114-155) expressed understandable puzzlement at this phenomenon.  In this paper, we examine examples of final prenasalized consonants taken from a small corpus of TJM transcribed speech.  Our results indicate that in TJM, prenasalization of consonants functions as a boundary marker, specifically to mark the end of morphemes. 

