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Personal name is a  linguistic sign  used to refer to oneself and function as a function to refer to one’s identity.  Naming customs vary greatly from culture to culture. In traditional China, for example,  naming practices  are very complex while in traditional Minangkabau it is very simple. Linguistically names can be categorized as  sign. It has linguistic patterns such as number of letters, syllables and words. Chinese given names, for example, usually  consists of two syllables. It is also a symbol representing a particular meaning. “Palupi” in Javanese language symbolizes woman  and idol, while in Chinese, “mei” means “beautiful”  

This research is conducted to describe the patterns of names of  Minangkabau people as well as the meaning of the names. Data was collected both by distributing questionnaires to people of different  social and educational background who were   asked to write the names and meaning of the names of  their own, their  spouses,  children, parents , and by conducting direct interviews. 

The research shows that the naming practices in traditional Minangkabau is very simple and  has a relatively regular pattern either in the syllables and words that compose the names or the meaning.  Nowadays, however, it is  becoming very flexible ; they vary both in word structure and meaning.  It appears that contact with other cultures has contributed to this change.  Personal names in Minangkabau also have no correlation with social background of the people.

