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At the time of writing, work is just beginning on the annotation of spoken Malay texts. The immediate aim is to study duration in order to improve the performance of a speech synthesiser which is already commercially available. In view of the time consuming nature of this work, it has to be automated. The waveform is segmented automatically into speech and pause, and the speech segments are then divided manually into words, and labelled orthographically. A phonetic transcription of the words is made automatically using the MALEX pronouncing dictionary, and grammatical tags and other information of possible relevance are made accessible. The phonetic symbols are aligned with the waveform using the best available algorithm for predicting durations. The results of the automatic processing are then edited manually, and the corrected durations used to improve the algorithm. From a theoretical point of view, Malay is interesting because it manifestly fits neither of the conventional types stress timing or syllable timing. Stress timing is ruled out because there is no stress, and the wide range of syllable durations found so far is incompatible with the notion of equal syllable duration. The question to be addressed in the paper is what kinds of generalisation can reasonably be made about duration in spoken Malay, and to what extent duration can be predicted by rule.

