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      This paper attempts to provide a syntactic analysis of  four distributions of 

      intensifying adjectives in Malay as in (1) through (4); (the  adjectives are underlined):

1) Saya sama sekali tidak tahu perkara itu.

1       same once   not   know matter  that

‘I don’t really know the matter.’ 

            2)  Air sungai itu warnanya keruh.

                  water  river that color it  murky

                  ‘The river water is murky.’

           3)  Lebar sungai itu 80 ela.

                 Width  river that     yards

                ‘The river is 80 yards wide.’

4) Saya suka rambutan lekang.

1       like   rambutan  peel easily

‘I like rambutans that peel easily.’

   The paper provides a review of the various positions of Malay linguists on the status 

   and functions of Malay adjectives. Then, employing  the approach in Principles and 

   Parameters, the paper provides a syntactic  analysis and the derivations of sentences 

   containing adjectives as in (1) through (4). It  is suggested that Malay intensifying 

   adjectives may serve as an elaborative role,  a predicative role, a subject intensifying 

   role and adverb intensifying role. 

