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There has been much discussion in the descriptive, formal, typological, and discourse literature on the voice or voice-like relation among the following three Malay/Indonesian sentences:

1.     Bapak   me-lihat        anak    itu.

    father  ACT-see child   that

    'Father sees that child.'

2.     Anak    itu     di-lihat        (oleh)  bapak.

  child   that    PAS-see by      father

  'That child is seen by father.'

3.       Anak    itu     saya    lihat.

  child   that    I       see

     'That child is seen by me.'

Criteria that will be adduced in the comparison include syntactic orientation (agent-oriented, patient-oriented) - this will involve a quite extensive examination of syntactic properties - morphological markedness, frequency, and discourse status. Crucial questions to be addressed include: What can typology learn from the Malay/Indonesian construction? What can Malay/Indonesian linguistics learn from typology? and perhaps most importantly: How can the Malay/Indonesian data contribute more to the typological debate?
