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BUILDING COMMUNITY: IDENTITY, INTERDISCURSIVITY AND LANGUAGE 

CHOICE IN EVERYDAY NARRATIVE 

 

In this paper I am concerned with exploring some of the ways in which ‘ethno-linguistically’ 

different newcomers to a Semarang Rukun Tetangga (RT) ‘neighbourhood’ are socialized 

through narrative accounts of problematic neighbours. In particular, I focus on monthly RT 

meetings as a setting where newcomers have opportunities to become competent members of this 

neighbourhood and ultimately to a particular community of practice. In doing so, I draw upon 

research in the area of “crossing” (e.g. Bucholtz 2003; Rampton 1995; Sweetland 2002), 

communities of practice (Eckert and Wenger 2005; Moore 2006; Wenger 1998), language 

socialization and accompanying work on indexicality (e.g. Ochs 1988, 1996), along with related 

work on enregisterment (Agha 2003) and interdiscursivity (e.g. the 2005 collection of papers in 

Linguistic Anthropology 15/1). I argue that while co-constructed narrative provides explicit 

accounts (e.g. Ochs and Capps 2001) of neighbourhood norms, the language choice in which 

problematic events are narrated – in this case ngoko Javanese and Indonesian - also provides 

newcomers with inexplicit lessons that index language variety with community identity (e.g. 

Johnstone 2006). In such narratives this meaning making process also relies upon participants’ 

experience as bilinguals and on publicly circulating ideologies about language and social identity 

in Indonesia (Author in press, under review).    

 

REFERENCES CITED 

 

Agha, A. (2003) The Social Life of Cultural Value. Language and Communication 23:231-273. 

 1



Bucholtz, M. (2003) Sociolinguistic Nostalgia and the Authentication of Identity. Journal of 

Sociolinguistics 7 (3):398-416. 

Eckert, P. and Wenger, E. (2005) Dialogue: Communities of Practice in Sociolinguistics. Journal 

of Sociolinguistics 9 (4):582-589. 

Johnstone, B. (2006) A New Role for Narrative in Variationist Sociolinguistics Narrative Inquiry 

16 (1):46-55. 

Moore, E. (2006) 'You Tell All the Stories': Using Narrative to Explore Hierarchy within a 

Community of Practice. Journal of Sociolinguistics 10 (5):611-640. 

Ochs, E. (1988) Culture and Language Development: Language Acquisition and Language 

Socialization in a Samoan Village. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

——— (1996) Linguistic Resources for Socializing Humanity. In J.J. Gumperz and S.C. 

Levinson (eds), Rethinking Linguistic Relativity, 407-437. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 

Ochs, E. and Capps, L. (2001) Living Narrative. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

Rampton, B. (1995) Crossing: Language and Ethnicity among Adolescents. London: Longman. 

Sweetland, J. (2002) Unexpected but Authentic Use of an Ethnically-Marked Dialect. Journal of 

Sociolinguistics 6 (4):514-538. 

Wenger, E. (1998) Communities of Practice. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 

 

 2


